
 

 

 
 Newslet ter  o f  the  Whatcom Chapter  
 Backcountry  Horsemen of  Washington 

  TRAIL TALES 
Whatcom Chapter  

P. O. Box 28607 
Bellingham, WA 98228 

2022 
 

President:  
Cindy Piccolo 
360-961-4839 

  
Vice President:   
Roger Edmonds 
360-296-3512 

 
 Director:    

Bill McKenna  
360-599-2526 
(2020-2022) 

 
Alternate Director:  

Joe Remenar 
j.remenar@gmail.com 

(2021-2023) 
 

Secretary:  
Sharon Hoofnagle 

360-734-4258 
 

Treasurer:  
Timothy Van Beek  

bchwtim@gmail.com  
 

Membership:  
Fran Van Diest 
360-734-2567 

 
Newsletter Editor &  

Publicity  
Fran Van Diest 

 fvandiest@msn.com 
360-734-2567 

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in      
America’s back country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recrea-
tional stock use. To assist the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and 
management of said resource. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use 
of the back country resource by horsemen and the   general public commensurate with our heritage. 
To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in the state organization. 

 September 2022 
Notes from the President 

      Hello everyone, I hope you are all enjoying your summer.  I am thinking and 
reflecting back on why I am a member of this organization, why I work on 
trails, why I ride horses, why I follow our BCHW mission statement.                     
Have you ever questioned yourself why?  The reason I first joined BCH was to get 
to know the trails. Then at my first meeting I truly understood there is more to this 
chapter than horseback riding.  There are government land agencies we need to stay 
connected with, bylaws to follow, fundraising events,  public awareness and trails 
to maintain just to name a few. This  chapter is full of wonderful people with       
wonderful talents and skills. With all of the challenges we have to endure over 
these past few years we were able to keep our trails open, stay connected with 
Zoom meetings and in person fellowship meetings.   
 
         I hope you are able to attend our next general meeting at Misty River 
Ranch,  the topic and voting regarding our chapter trailer will need to be voted on 
by the members present.  We are also having a Fall gathering on October 8th        
everyone is invited.  See the flyer attached.  It will be  a potluck so bring your        
signature potluck dish. We will have door prizes and for those who want to ride or 
not ride all are welcomed.  
 
          Remember November is election time. This is a wonderful organization that 
has great people doing awesome work to keep our front and back country alive for 
all user groups to enjoy. Please step up and help by being one of those leaders to 
make sure that we are doing the best we can to move in the right direction. When 
you are an elected officer you have many mentors behind that will make you      
successful. This chapter is successful because you are not just one person, it takes a 
village of wonderful talented people. Again please consider   running for one of the 
offices.   
 
         "In the end, it's not going to matter how many breaths you took, but how 
many moments took your breath away". Author Unknown 
             
Ride on!  
Cindy Piccolo President  
 
 
 

2023 BCHW Calendars 
 

Bill has the calendars for sale.  They are $15.00 
each.  Contact Bill at 360-599-2526 or send him 
an email at wintercreek10@gmail.com if you wish 
to purchase one or more before they are all gone!  
Or get one at the general meeting! 
Fran 
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VET NOTES       Bear Issues   Sharon Hoofnagle D.V.M. 
 
Disclaimer: I am writing vet notes this month on a local issue that I am a part of but not as a 
veterinarian. I am not a bear expert. 
 
The recent confrontation between a human and a bear on Stewart Mt has distressed all of us. 
Not only are we concerned for the trail runner, our own safety, but also for the euthanasia of 
the bear and the concern for her cubs. 
 
This incident took place in an area that is not part of the usual Y Rd trail system. It would be 
almost impossible to reach this area on your horse. However this bears range included the Y 
Rd system. The bear is most likely the one that has been raiding beehives, bird feeders, and 
gardens for a few years. One of her cubs may have been one that my dog chased down the 
driveway. One of the cubs climbed a tree about 30 ft from my horse, dog and I a few months 
ago. The sow was unusual in that she was comfortable close to humans and dogs. 
 
I have lived here 32 years. We have co-existed comfortably with the bears. Lots of berries is 
the main draw. One neighbor has several beehives, most have fruit trees and gardens.          
Logging has occurred with no great impact on bear traffic. There have been very few issues, 
most problems were destroyed bird feeders and beehives. But I know that my apple tree and 
berries are part of the problem. Things may need to change. 
 
Many of us are more afraid of our horses reaction to bears than of the bears themselves. Most horses seem to           
handle sightings very well. But they certainly have a comfort zone. Don’t press your luck. 
 
It is interesting that the experts say bear bells don’t frighten bears, in fact they may be curious and not run. How-
ever they will alert a bear that we are there and that may be the most important factor. Talking or singing also 
works well. 
One logging road on Stewart is ideal for loping or even galloping but the sight distance is short. It’s called the “go 
bear” trail for a reason. If you are letting your horse stretch their legs, better yell “go bear!” every few seconds 
during berry season. 
 
Listen to the wildlife experts.  

2022 
TRAIL BOSSES 

 
Rocky Leavitt 
360-599-2675 

 
Joe Remenar 
360-778-9848 

 
Roger Nelson 
360-927-6964 

 
WORK PARTY 

COORDINATOR 
Roger Nelson 
360-927-6964 

 
PACKING        

COORDINATOR 
Rocky Leavitt 
360-599-2675 

EDITOR’S POLICIES 
 
Trail Tales is published monthly. Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of each month.  Non-copyrighted  
submissions are welcomed (subject to space limitations).  Opinions and views expressed in letters or personal articles 
are not necessarily the opinions of BCH. Send submissions to: Editor, Fran Van Diest, 723 Van Wyck Rd,                  
Bellingham, WA. 98226.  Email to: fvandiest@msn.com. 

Growsource 
Products: topsoil blend, garden blend,           
fertilizing, testing, compost, magic mulch, 
bark, rock, crushed rock. 
 
Hannegan road next to Builder’s Alliance 
Open 8-5pm Monday-Friday, 8-4pm Sat. 
360-318-8554. Deliveries Monday--Saturday. 

Volunteer Hours: 
Report your hours to Verna at              
verna@soundengineering.com.     

A Special Thank You to: 
Laurel Farm & Western Supply 

America’s Horse Country 
Weylin & Amy Eldred  
325 W Laurel Rd., Bellingham 360/398-1216  
* 360/398-8050 fax 
Hours: Mon– Fri: 8:30am. to 7 pm; Sat: 
8:30am.to 6:00 pm. and Sun 9 am. to 5 pm.   
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WBCH general Meeting Minutes August 10 2022 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm at Misty River by Tim Van Beek. The pledge of allegiance was said.  

Andy McLeod made a motion to accept the July's GM minutes as they appear in the August 2022 newsletter. Motion 
was seconded.  

Treasurer's report:  State has requested we can invest in a 6-month CD @3 %, the chapter can invest $50,000. We 
have $69,000 which we would have a reserve for a trailer and any other expenses until the end of the yr. 

RCO/Hotshot Report: We are on track to meet match requirements and we can continue to monitor and plan any 
expenses.  

Bill McKenna had a question that the state executive committee and Teri should bring the investment to the members 
and not to just Presidents, VP and Directors to make the decision of the investments.  

Joseph Remenar discussed our chapter trailer is a single axle trailer which is not good for on the roads like going to 
Schreiber’s meadows. If we look at getting a 14-16-foot trailer like Skagit Chapter. To get a bigger trailer could be a 
$700.00 difference. Joe discussed he looked into Links and CJ Trailers and both vendors would give us $3000 for the 
old trailer. Links has gotten back with him and is waiting to hear back from CJ Trailers and will keep the chapter  
informed. The trailer is approximated at $10,000, with other expenses for the trailer maybe $4000. Discussion: do we 
have the reserve to purchase a new trailer and still invest in a $50,000 CD.  

Tim Van Beek confirmed that we can invest the $50,000 and will still have the budget for a trailer. Joe Remenar  
stated that is a lot of money to invest in a CD. Tim Van Beek stated that an email was sent out to the chapters        
President, VP and Directors regarding the investment of the CD. Cindy Piccolo stated my understanding was that I to 
agree to make an investment.    

Melinda Smull made a motion to decide members present vote on 3% CD $50,000 for 6 months.  Motion was       
seconded. Question to the members.  Joe Remenar would like to amend the motion. The motion to decide members 
present vote on CD makes a $40,000 in a CD thru BCHW. Bill McKenna seconded. Discussion: All in favor 1        
oppose, 2 abstention 11 in favor. Motion passed.  

Directors meeting-Executive meeting will be first and a Zoom meeting will be held for the Directors. Calendars are 
available and our chapter has many photos in this year's calendar. Calendars are $15, $10 goes to the state and $5 at 
the chapter.  We have some calendars for our speakers, for example Whatcom Land trust and DNR.  

Trail Committees: Re: Y Road Trailhead Tim Van Beek reported the email from Sharon Hoofnagle that she sent to 
the Whatcom County Parks.   

The gravel at the trailhead looks great.  Also, the blackberry trimming is awesome. The interior of the fence line is 
trimmed. (Maybe the more groomed appearance will deter the troublemakers) Our animals and ourselves will greatly 
appreciate not being bounced around in the vehicles. Thank you!!  

From the human and animal members of Whatcom Back Country Horsemen, signed: Sharon Hoofnagle 

Mike McGlenn Public Lands-Tim Van Beek handed out report to the members present.  Report as follows: 

1. DNR Blanchard Mountain.  The Midge Timber Sale will go up for auction October 22.  This is a two-section sale, 
one near the Larry Reed trail out to the Overlook.  The other section will be near the Alternate Incline Trail.  The  
impacted roads and trails will be flagged and signed for safety and or alternate routes.  This sale is planned as a small 
one and will be moving forward pretty fast. 

2. Part of the Midge sale near the Larry Reed Trail will entail the relocation of the main road to the overlook at the 
area where the road is so steep and the massive washboards and mud takes place.  The new route will take off at the 
road to the right that goes up to where the gravel has been piled for trail work then connect up to the main road above 
the Larry Reed Trail.  Incorporating this road relocation with the logging will reduce the cost of a new section.                  
               

              (Continue on Page4) 
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(Continue from Page 3) 
Whatcom BCH General Meeting Minutes, August 10, 2022 

The new section of road will also pass an area that is planned to be used to expand the overlook parking capacity.  
Thought will be given to potential use of the old road bed for a trail. 

3. The Upper Trailhead will receive a new pit toilet much like the one at the Lower Trailhead.  A much-needed  
addition for this location. Possibly in late 22 or early 23, yet to be determined. 

4. Lily and Lizard Lake are scheduled to each receive a new design recycling toilet.  These toilets will need to be 
packed in.  Design drawings will be sent out for packing considerations.  Not sure yet if this will be this fall or next 
spring.  These are an interesting design that separates the liquids from the solids.  It may happen that packing out 
the sealed containers of solids will come to pass.  Much like the rafts on the Colorado River trips, sealed containers 
of solids can be transported over land or water.  More information on this will be coming down the chain.  BCH 
will be contacted when the new toilets arrive to work out a schedule for packing them in and to see how they will 
need to be packed. 

DNR Les Hilde/Harry Osborne 

1. I have ridden at Les Hilde now 3 times since the new NO SHOOTING rule came in at the Medford Pit.  All three 
times it was quiet.  A very pleasant experience.  I expect there will be some issues but so far it is working well.  If 
you are riding there and hear shooting you should call Gary Bellows, E&E officer for that area at 360 708 7629 and 
report the problem and try to define where the shooting is happening as best you can.  If you hear or see shooting 
near, over or on a trail you are riding it would be good to seek an alternate route and stay safely away from the 
shooting. 

2. The major trails at Les Hilde are open and in pretty good condition. 

North Cascades National Park/USFS 

1. I have finally been able to locate, after many calls and a trip to Sedro Woolley, the needed documents and maps 
to get a comment letter put together for Hannegan Pass and for the Stock use issues within the rest of the Park.  I 
will begin working on this the weeks of 1 August thru the next week or so.  This letter will serve to make points 
discussed during the meeting with the NCNP and USFS that Bill reported on at the last chapter meeting.   

2. First the Hannegan Pass issue is a joint NPS/USFS discussion.  The two agencies do actually sound like they 
might collaborate on getting something moving on this road and trailhead/camp.  More on this as it comes up with 
them. 

3. Second, Seattle City Light and their upper Skagit Dams are into a license renewal period.  The NCNP is involved 
in the comments for this.  It is a golden opportunity to get some money for improvements in the Park, trails, trail-
heads and recreation in general.  We can have input on this and the letter will put us formerly involved with the 
process.  There are many trails in the NCNP that are stock use.  There are a number of backcountry stock use 
camps in the Park.  The Pacific Crest Trail runs North and South in and out of the Park.  There are few decent day 
use trailheads with parking.  The reservation system currently in use for the backcountry camps is a mess that     
requires a trip to Marblemount just to get one.  There is no camp within the park or its near borders where we can 
camp with our horses to day ride the various trails.  From my house to the Rainy Pass trailhead is about 125 miles 
one way, a long way to go for a day ride.  If any of you have any thoughts or wishes regarding these things or with 
the Park, please let me know this coming week either by email or by phone so your thoughts or concerns can be 
addressed in the comment and suggestion letter.  Rob DeBoer was also in the meeting and I'll be reaching out to 
Rob for input he might have from the Skagit Chapter.  I have copied Rob with this report for both the Park issues 
and the Blanchard issues. 

Raptor Ridge: Jackie Yereance and Dan Probst met with Christ Thomsen and Mike McKenzie from the          
Whatcom county Parks on August 4th, the decision is to move forward as planned.  

Vedder Mt Work Party: Melinda Smull reported Roger Nelson was the only person at the work party and he likes 
using the battery-operated tools.             
                                                                                                                                         (Continue on Page 5) 
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(continue  from page4) 
Whatcom BCH General Meeting Minutes August 10, 2022 

Volunteer hours- Verna McCleod reported there were 337.5 total. All hours are reported in 1/2 increments. If you 
work 12 minutes it will be reported for 1/2 hour.   

Packing Report: Tim Van Beek reported August 8th thru the 10th Rocky Leavitt and Vince Stremler were up at     
Pasayten packing gear out for the PNTA. They are pack out of Spanish camp. Peave Pass pack support -White Pass 
PCTA was on July 31st. PNTA more in Sept there are no funds available for this trip.  

Tim Van Beek stated we need more membership involvement and building a better organization.   

Schreiber’s work Party: Joe Remenar reported there was a 4-day WCC work party on August 1st thru the 4th.          
Hauling in gravel was the work.  WCC is working on the Scott Paul trail. There is not enough work on Schreiber’s     
Meadows for a large work party for the 20th thru the 21st. They would need at least 4 people to work, so contact Joe 
or Rob DeBoer to work up there. Having stock trails work parties due to Covid 19 the work party schedule  usually 
meets in late winter. Meetings delayed due to Covid 19 and local trails being worked on. Discussion following the 
mission statement and inviting all user groups. Discussion equestrians are being taken over by these user groups.  

Work Party--Melinda Smull informed everyone there will be a work party on Monday August 15th at the Vedder Mt 
trailhead. Starting at 8 am and working for a few hours.  Contact Marie Tiemersma. 

Excelsior Trail -Bridge to be put in between a set of trails. Roger Edmonds may be contacted to help pack in.  WTA 
will supply the crew. TBD more coordination needs to be done.  

Tim Van Beek reported that $1000 and RCO funds may be used for these work parties. Also, Tim reported that the 
use of Radios at this time is on hold. Due to the thunderstorms Rocky was advised by SWICO to not use them. The 
importance of another emergency could be interrupted with Rocky’s radios.  

Joe Remenar reported on the work Jason Riddle and Rob DeBoer did on Pasayten Wilderness.  Rob and Jason 
worked on downed trees and the crew expressed being unable to use chainsaws in the wilderness and needing        
exemptions using chainsaws in the wilderness.  Joe suggested we contact our legislatures like Patty Murray and     
Maria Cantwell and write to them.  

New Business 

Cindy Piccolo:  Oct 8th--Appreciations Membership day for non-horse and horse members. Still in the baby 
stage, the Bryce Creek Horse camp has been reserved.  Discussion of safety shirts for those members who have put in 
a certain number of hours. Verna McLeod and Tim Van Beek will coordinate together. The volunteer timeline will be 
from Oct 1 thru July 31st of the year.  

Announcements: Karen White is looking for a horse for her 12-year-old granddaughter, please contact Cindy Piccolo         
if you know anyone. 

Good of the order:  

Joe Remenar discussed should he pursue the trailer, we have outgrown the trailer we have now. Should we keep the 
second trailer and sell it to another chapter for $3000? Do the members want him to pursue it?  The estimate for a 
new trailer would be $10,000. General members discussed that we bring this to the next meeting and the members 
present would vote on this matter.  

Saddle fitting next meeting  

Andy McLeod made a motion to close the meeting and was seconded. All in favor.  

Time of the meeting adjourned, approximate 8:40pm.  

Submitted by Cindy Piccolo President Check out our Website:  
http://www.whatcom-bch.com/ 
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     2022 COMMITTEE        
 CHAIRS: 
 
          LEGISLATIVE: 

Bill McKenna 
360-599-2526 

 
      LEAVE NO TRACE: 

Bill McKenna 
360-599-2526 

   
   VOLUNTEER HOURS: 

Verna McLeod 
360-595-2744 

 
           PROGRAMS: 

Sharon Hoofnagle 
360-7344258 

          
           SUNSHINE            

Michelle McKenna 
360-599-2526 

 
TRAIL HEAD  
COMMITTEE    
Mike McGlenn 
360-739-2619 

 
SCRAPBOOK 

Debbie Lagerwey 
360-354-2804 
Need Pictures! 

CALENDAR 
 
 
Sept 6 , 2022----board meeting at Roundtable pizza on Sunset Dr. dinner at 6pm, 
meeting at 7pm but will also have meeting by zoom for the ones unable to attend. 
 
Sept 11, 2022---work party, meet at Vedder trailhead at 8:30am, no stock needed, 
work on South pass trail.  Notify Roger at rogerramjet1960@hotmail.com if you can 
make it, so he knows how many tools to take. 
 
Sept 14, 2022----general meeting at Misty River Ranch,  5690 N. Fork, Deming.  
Potluck at 6:00pm, bring a dish to share, your utensils, plate, napkins, beverage.   
Meeting starts at 7:00pm.   Thinking of purchasing a horse or mule? Sharon       
Hoofnagle D.V.M. will give a short (15-20 min) presentation on how to do a pre-pre 
purchase exam. A brief explanation on how to screen a potential purchase before      
arranging for a pre-purchase exam by a veterinarian. 

Total Volunteer hours 
for July 2022----337.5 
hrs.    ( basic--59 hrs.,                        
skilled--131.5 hrs.,              
LNT/Educ--7 hrs.,             
Admin--80, and                
travel--60 hrs.).   

Amber Curran - nm 
Andy McLeod 
Angie ? - nm 
Bill McKenna 
Cindy Piccolo 
Colette Cloutier 
Debbie Lagerwey 
Evelyn Tucker - nm 
Fran Van Diest 
Jackie Yereance 
Jerome Malysh 
Joe Remenar 
Letitia Wheeler 
Marie Tiemersma 
Melinda Smull 
Mike McGlenn 
Robbie Harris 
Rocky Leavitt 
Roger Edmonds 
Roger Nelson 
Ryan Heacock 
Sharon Hoofnagle 
Shelley Madsen  
Shirley Todhunter 
Tim Van Beek 
Verna McLeod 

 

 Total Volunteer hours                
for June 2022----602.5 hrs.    
(missed Aug deadline) 

(basic--158.5 hrs., skilled--223 
hrs., LNT/Educ--12 hrs., Ad-
min--115, and travel--94 hrs.).  

Andy McLeod                                                                      
Bill McKenna                                                                                 
Bob Rathjen                                                                      
Bobbie Carter                                                                      
Cindy Piccolo                                                                      
Claire Chandler-nm 
Colette Cloutier                                                                     
Debbie Lagerwey                                                                     
Donna Remenar                                                                     
Fran Van Diest                                                                     
Jackie Yereance                                                                     
Jerry Pearson 
Joe Remenar                                                                      
Kathy Adams                                                                      
Katie Chandler-nm                                                                     
Laurie Swartwood                                                                     
Letitia Wheeler                                                                     
Marie Tiemersma 
Melinda Smull                                                                      
Michelle McKenna                                                                     
Mike McGlenn                                                                     
Robbie Harris                                                                      
Rocky Leavitt                                                                      
Roger Edmonds 
Roger Nelson                                                                      
Ryan Heacock                                                                      
Sharon Hoofnagle                                                                     
Shirley Todhunter                                                                     
Tim Van Beek                                                                      
Verna McLeod 

Sunshine              
Committee 

 
If you know someone 
that needs a  little ray 
of sunshine, please 
contact Michelle 
McKenna at                 
360-599-2526 or send 
her an email at:                       
winter-
creek10@gmail.com  

 

                                       
 

HELP WANTED:  
House cleaner 1x per 
month.  Once              
acclimated to our house, 
the cleaning takes about 
3 hours.  We provide all 
the products and         
equipment.  
We are 1 mile north of 
Everson. 
Please email: 
mtiemersma@hotmail.c
om  OR  call / text:          
360-815-5992. 
Thank you, Marie 
Tiemersma 
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Get ready for a  

Directions:  From Mt. Baker Hwy (542) East continue on 542, by Kendall, on roundabout take 2nd 
exit straight to Kendall Road (547). Turn right on South Pass Road, turn left on Heady road. Turn 
right at yellow gate and follow signs to Bryce Creek Horse Camp. Park at gazebo or field below. 



 

 

Schreiber’s work party 
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May’22--April’23 

Pasayten Trips: 
 Rocky Leavitt with Vince Stremler on one 
of the trips, second picture of Vince and son 
Soren Stremler on one trip.  Not pictured, 
Harold Weiss from Port Orchard that also 
helped packing.  Trips were made each week 
in the month of August to pack in supplies/
equipment and to pack out. 
Thank you to Vince and Soren Stremler and 
Harold Weiss for your help.  
Fran 



 

 

Excelsior work party 

Schreiber’s work party 
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Schreiber’s trail work party,  August 1--4, 2022. 
 
Here’s two photos for your next newsletter.  Bill 
(sharpening chainsaw) and Ali Trout (Washington Conser-
vation Corp supervisor) in front of new box culvert on 
Park Butte/Schreiber's Meadow trail.  WCC crew pictured 
in second photo. 
 
Joe Remenar 
 
Joe Remenar and Rob DeBoer also helped on August 
17th thru August 21st., at Park Butte.  
Fran 

 
Pasayten Trips: 
(pictures below) 
Rocky Leavitt with 
help from Vincent 
Stremler, Soren 
Stremler and          
Harold Weiss from 
Port Orchard spent 
several trips pack-
ing in and packing 
out equipment at 
Spanish camp, each 
week in the  month 
of August.  
Fran 
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Old Settler’s Parade 
in Ferndale 

July 30, 2022 
 

Pictures taken by Cindy 
at the Old Settler’s         
parade.  Everything 
went well and every-
body did a great job ! 
Fran 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Fran Van Diest 
WBCH Newsletter Editor 

723 Van Wyck  Rd 
Bellingham, WA 98226 

(360) 734-2567 

 

Next 
Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen 

 
Meeting: 

General Meeting:  September 14, 2022 
Misty River Ranch  

5690 N. Fork, Deming, WA 
Potluck at 6:00pm  

Meeting 7pm---8:30pm  
 

(Back to Laurel Grange in October for meetings) 

 

 

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back 
country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist 
the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. To 
educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen 
and the general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new 
chapters in the state organization. 
 

 


